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Metternich on that day, Prussia was primarily interested
in "keeping closely bound up with the wise system of a
European league, based on the most intimate union be-
tween Austria and England/'6 She was "ready to concur
in all the measures which the two courts [Vienna and
London] would consider appropriate to take in persuading
that of Russia not to abandon tie principles of the alliance
and to modify accordingly her claims with regard to Po-
land/' But the Prussian envoy demanded the whole of
Saxony and Mainz, declaring that, as soon as Prussia had
received the necessary guarantees, she would join with
Austria "in the most complete agreement" on Poland. To
begin with, he asked for the right to occupy Saxony with
Prussian troops. The Prince enumerated the acquisitions
which Russia, Bavaria, and Wurttemberg had received or
were about to receive; and he asked: "Has not Prussia,
who made the greatest efforts and the greatest sacrifices in
the common cause, the right to claim acquisitions pro-
portionate to those of her neighbors?"
Prince Hardenberg communicated the contents of this
note to Castlereagh, asking for the latter's support. Castle-
reagh did not delay his answer twenty-four hours. On the
eleventh, he replied, assuring Hardenberg that a Prussia
which would be as strong as possible, was a necessary con-
dition for European stability.
There is no principle, regarding European politics, which I
consider more important than a substantial enlargement of
Prussia. The glorious services which she rendered in the last
war give her an outstanding right to our recognition. But an
even more powerful motive lies in the necessity fpr recogniz-
ing Prussia as the only stable foundation in any and all
arrangements come to for the security of northern Germany
against the greatest dangers that might threaten it. In that
crisis it is Prussia to whom we must turn. We must join our
strength to hers; and, for this to be accomplished, the Prussian
monarchy must be substantial and solid, endowed with all the
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